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With the help of Heaven. 13th of Nisan, on the night of the 14th of
Nisan, 5749/1989
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This matzah that we eat—on account of what [do we eat it]? On
account of [the fact] that the dough of our ancestors did not have
time to rise before the King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He,
revealed Himself to them and redeemed them.
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And it is explained in the discourses of our Rebbes, our leaders,
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that this statement—that the reason for eating matzah on Pesach is
because it did not have time to rise—[applies] even though the
commandment to eat matzah came before that.
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For in the command to eat matzah it is written, "In the evening you
shall eat matzot" (Exodus 12:18), [but there] the word matzot is
written missing the letter vav.
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But in the verse, "And they baked the dough which they took out
of Egypt—unleavened cakes" (Exodus 12:39), it is written matzot
full, with a vav.
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The command to eat matzah was before midnight,
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and since before midnight they were still in Egypt—before the
King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, revealed Himself to
them—
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therefore in that matzah it is written matzot without the vav.
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Whereas in the verse, "And they baked the dough which they took
out of Egypt"—this refers to the matzah they baked (and ate) after
they left Egypt (the dough that they took out of Egypt),
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which was after midnight, after the King of kings, the Holy One,
blessed be He, revealed Himself to them and redeemed them.
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Therefore in that matzah it is written matzot full with a vav.
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And this is also [the reason] why regarding the matzah before
midnight it says, "And you shall guard the matzot" (Exodus
12:17), because it requires guarding so it will not come to
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leavening.
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But concerning the matzah after midnight, it says, "And they
baked the dough... matzot, for it had not become leavened"
(Exodus 12:39),
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for on its own it did not become leavened—Dbecause the matzah
after midnight is the aspect of matzot full with a vav,
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[representing] the revelation of the King of kings, the Holy One,
blessed be He, that was revealed to them—
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and therefore it does not require guarding from leavening.
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And behold, this distinction between before midnight and after
midnight was only during the first Pesach, before the giving of the
Torah.
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Whereas after the giving of the Torah, even though the matzah that
is eaten on the night of Pesach is before midnight,
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it is of the aspect of matzos spelled full with a vav,
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in which there is (also) the elevation of “the King of kings, the
Holy One, blessed be He, revealed Himself to them.”
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And this is what is said in the Haggadah: “This matzah that we
eat—on account of what? On account of the fact that [the dough]
did not have time... to rise,
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[meaning] that on its own it did not become leavened,
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until the King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, revealed
Himself to them and redeemed them.” (Haggadah Shel Pesach)
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And one may say that the matzah which we eat after the giving of
the Torah is even higher than the aspect of matzos full with a vav
of the first Pesach, which was before the giving of the Torah.
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For since the revelation of the King of kings, the Holy One,
blessed be He, within the matzah that we eat after the giving of the
Torah, comes as a result of the preceding effort in the fulfillment
of Torah and mitzvos throughout the entire year (before Pesach),
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it is a more elevated revelation.
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And similarly, [this is] like the advantage of the revelation of
Shavuos—the time of the giving of our Torah—which comes after
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the service of Sefiras HaOmer, over the revelation of the Exodus
from Egypt:

The revelation of the Exodus from Egypt—even though it was a
most exalted revelation (by His very glory and essence)—

TN192 TR 103 I AV 2R NROXOT MDY
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nevertheless, since the revelation came from above, it was only
temporary.
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But through the service of Sefiras HaOmer—the service of the
lower [realms], which comes after the revelation of the Exodus
from Egypt—
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one draws down, in addition to the 49 gates [of understanding],
and after the completion of the 49 gates, also the 50th gate—
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which even that gate is drawn through our service, as it is written
(Vayikra 23:16), “You shall count fifty days...”
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And within the 50th gate itself—not only its lower aspect, which is
related to the 49 gates (similar to Arich),
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but also its higher aspect, which is beyond any connection to the
49 gates (similar to Atik).
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This is even higher than the revelation of the Exodus from Egypt.

D%R NRORT M0 B3 NP NI R,

And one can add that the superiority of the matzah we eat after the
giving of the Torah over the matzah that was after midnight back
then—
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is not only because the revelation within the matzah that we eat
comes through the preceding service in the fulfillment of Torah
and mitzvos before Pesach—
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but also because the eating of the matzah itself is a mitzvah.
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For the matzah that was after midnight then was (primarily)
because our ancestors’ dough did not have time to rise—

NDY S35 (PY3) TNNT T NINT CINDY nEnaT
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[this occurred] due to the revelation from above, and there was no
human effort (or fulfillment of a mitzvah) in it.

(B1pY) 77I2Y 712 77 N9 ,(TovnRT Wb Tan
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But the matzah that we eat after the giving of the Torah is
connected with human effort—the fulfillment of the mitzvah of
eating matzah.
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And it is necessary to understand what we say: “This matzah that
we eat—on account of what? On account of the fact that the dough
of our ancestors did not have time to rise”—

IR TR DRING TR PaTY TN
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for the matzah that we eat (after the giving of the Torah) contains
the superiority of personal service and the advantage of fulfilling a
mitzvah—

WY (7790 0% SINY) 29928 UTINY ¥RT 01T
YRR DYRT 7RI 779297 Ny M3 —

and specifically, a mitzvah as it is after the giving of the Torah—

[77in 10 IR myEn—xen AL,

so how can we say that the matzah we eat is “on account of the
fact that it did not have time to rise”—

2N HY RO 29N WIIRY ARRIT 2NN TR
yoRmah Popen Now—

for the fact that it is matzah and not chametz came automatically,
because it did not have time to rise.

(o397 ,NP7% KD RIT,7n N9 73R RO MY
ToRmah PoBe NYw).

And it can be said that the explanation is: The mitzvah of
recounting the Exodus from Egypt is to recount the event of the
Exodus as it was then.

NXCEY R NIXR °D 1T MN0RT TP W
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And furthermore (and primarily): since “If the Holy One, blessed
be He, had not taken our ancestors out of Egypt... we and our
children and our grandchildren would still be enslaved to Pharaoh
in Egypt” (Haggadah),

N 7"'3pT ROXIT KD WRY 12 (W) T
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therefore even now (and especially on the night of Pesach),
although we are already after the Exodus from Egypt and after the
giving of the Torah,

T
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there still exists the very same condition and state that was back
then.

TR TIW 2WRTY TRYRT 23 W

And therefore we say (in the recounting of the Exodus in the
Haggadah): “This matzah that we eat... is on account of the fact
that the dough of our ancestors did not have time to rise until the
King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, revealed Himself to
them and redeemed them”—

:(T73T3W 2737 NROYIT TMDB2) BTNRIN 197
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for in the matzah that we eat before midnight, there is, in addition
to the quality of the matzah as it was before midnight (before the
Exodus)—

Nl 72 WY iy aTR BVRRIR UMINY TERaT
nixm aTRPT 73RT Nhyn Yy—

the advantage of the service of the lower [realm] in fulfilling the
command of the Holy One, blessed be He (as it was before the
giving of the Torah),

22) 7"'3p7 V¥ 21PR PIANAT NTIYT A2YRT
AR 107 *39% M),
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and also the advantage of the matzah that was after midnight—the
advantage that it did not have time to rise (and it was impossible
for it to leaven) because of the revelation from above.

NDT APuRI—nisn SIMNY 7XNIT TERT 83
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And in addition to this, in the matzah that we eat there is also the
elevation that comes from the giving of the Torah—fulfilling the
mitzvah as it is after the giving of the Torah.

"MPYT O3 WY 2Y93IN WMINY 7¥N3 7Y noin
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And more than this: it also contains an aspect of the superiority of
the eating of matzah on the seventh day of Pesach, which is
optional—

FEn N2INT A2YRT YR 03 13 W i
I RYTW M0D YW SpawI—

which is beyond obligation—

(7 YY),

which is a reflection of the eating [of matzah] in the future to
come.
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And may it be [His] will—especially since we conclude (as is
customary) with the giving of charity—

ARTE NIPNI2 (32) 2MNTRY VIR 18 T,

similar to how the conclusion of all the days of Pesach is on the
Seventh Day of Pesach,

DY) SO RIT ORI o) DT YOIy N7 WY
no2,

and even more so—the conclusion of all the days of Pesach (in the
Diaspora) is on Acharon Shel Pesach (the Last Day of Pesach),

X7 (''a2) mopT v 92T DYRIY—im 1M
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on which shines the illumination of the revelation of Moshiach (as
explained in Sefer HaSichos 5700),

NIMRT 99%] MOwRT NINT NP3 NR 2w
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and that is why the Haftorah of Acharon Shel Pesach is about the
coming of Moshiach (Yeshayahu ch. 11).
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[And this is also connected to the “Eighth” of Pesach—because in
the Haftorah it is written (Yeshayahu 11:11): “And it shall be on
that day that the Lord shall once again extend His hand a second
time to acquire the remnant of His people that remains from seven
places of exile (Ashur, Egypt, etc., and the eighth: the islands of
the sea)”—

[*2 ,708 w0 "ornw" oy o3 a1 WEh W
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and He will bring them to the state of shemini—the state of the
true and complete redemption. ]

TORIT 23— ""1RY" Dy axnh anan
AR2Em nPARNT).

And the prophecy will be fulfilled—

TN ENpN—

in a literal way, in all its details, and also in its inner dimension:
“The earth will be filled with the knowledge of Hashem as the
waters cover the sea.” (Yeshayahu 11:9)
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