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Siman #107 
In the Zohar: “And a soul that shall sin and hear the voice of 
adjuration,” the Torah is astonished about a person – how is it 
possible that he could sin? Was it not that he heard the voice of the 
oath, etc.? 

תָּוֵהָא אוֹרַייְתָא אָלָה, קוֹל וְשָׁמְעָה תֶחֱטָא כִּי וְנפֶֶשׁ בַּזּהַֹר:  
אָלָה, קוֹל וְשָׁמְעָה שֶׁיּחֱֶטָא? אֶפְשָׁר הֵיאַךְ – נשָׁ בַּר עַל  

כוּ הַשְּׁבוּעָה קוֹל לִשְׁמוֹעַ לוֹ הָיהָ הֲלֹא '. 

Or he saw – that he sees the action of another person and is 
reminded of his own deeds. For everything that a person sees, he 
should take to heart, for it is not for nothing that the Holy One, 
blessed be He, showed him this. 

הַמַּעֲשִׂים וְנזִכְָּר אַחֵר אָדָם שֶׁל מַעֲשֵׂה שֶׁרוֹאֶה – רָאָה אוֹ  
לֹא כִּי לִבּוֹ, אֶל ישִָׂים – רוֹאֶה שֶּׁאָדָם מַה כָל כִּי שֶׁלּוֹ.  

זאֹת אֶת הַקָּבָּ"ה לוֹ הֶרְאָה לַחִנּםָ . 

(Another version: Why did Hashem show me this?) – for 
everything is by Divine Providence. 

( וְהֲלֹא – זהֶ?) אֶת הַקָּבָּ"ה לִי הֶרְאָה לָמָּה אחר: נוסח  
פְּרָטִית בְּהַשְׁגָּחָה הוּא הַכּלֹ . 

And if he sees a sinful matter, he should think: surely I too have 
done this. (Another version: I too have done a trace of it.) 

עָשָׂה הוּא גַּם מִסְתַּמָּא יחֲַשׁבֹ: – עֲבֵרָה דָּבָר רוֹאֶה וְאִם  
מִמֶּנּוּ שֶׁמֶץ עָשִׂיתִי אֲניִ גַּם אחר: (נוסח זאֹת. .) 

And even though he knows he did not do it in action, he thought in 
his heart to do it. And it is known that the power of thought is 
more severe than the action. 

הִרְהֵר – בְּמַעֲשֶׂה זאֹת עָשָׂה שֶׁלֹּא שֶׁיוֹדֵעַ פִּי עַל וְאַף  
מִן חֲמוּר הַמַּחֲשָׁבָה כּחַֹ כִּי וִידוּעַ לַעֲשׂוֹתָהּ, בְּלִבּוֹ  

 .הַמַּעֲשֶׂה
(Another version: For example, if he sees someone who had 
relations with a married woman and bore a mamzer – then spilling 
seed in vain through improper thoughts is as severe as bearing a 
mamzer.) 

( אֵשֶׁת עַל שֶׁבָּא אֶחָד רוֹאֶה הוּא אִם לְמָשָׁל, אחר: נוסח  
ידְֵי עַל לְבַטָּלָה זרֶַע וּמוֹצִיא – מַמְזרֵ וְהוֹלִיד אִישׁ  

מַמְזרֵ מוֹלִיד כְּמוֹ חָמוּר – זרָוֹת מַחְשָׁבוֹת .) 

And this is [the meaning of] “or he saw” – that he sees a sinful act 
by another person and is reminded of something he did. 

וְנזִכְָּר אַחֵר מֵאָדָם עֲבֵרָה דָּבָר שֶׁרוֹאֶה – רָאָה” “אוֹ וְזהֶוּ  
שֶׁעָשָׂה דָּבָר בּוֹ . 

Or he knew – in the manner of the verse “O our God, we are 
ashamed because of our deeds and humiliated to lift our faces to 
You.” 

וְנִכְלַמְנוּ בְמַעֲשֵׂינוּ בּוֹשְׁנוּ אֱלֹהֵינוּ דֶּרֶךְ עַל – ידַָע אוֹ  
אֵלֶיךָ פָּנִים לְהָרִים . 

Like the analogy of a filthy seal – if one places it on wax, the wax 
too becomes soiled. 

עַל אוֹתוֹ מְשִׂימִים אִם – הַמְטֻנּףָ חוֹתָם מָשָׁל: דֶּרֶךְ עַל  
נטְִנףַ אחר: (נוסח נתְִלַכְלְכָה הַשַּׁעֲוָה גַּם שַׁעֲוָה, ). 

So too, when a person is filthy (or dirty) with sins and connects 
himself to Hashem during his prayer, speaking words upon which 
divinity rests (or: in which the Holy One rests), 

וּמְדַבֵּק בַּעֲבֵירוֹת, מְלוּכְלָךְ) (נ"א: מְטֻנּףָ כְּשֶׁאָדָם כָּךְ,  
דְּבָרִים שֶׁמְּדַבֵּר – תְּפִלָּתוֹ בְּעֵת יתְִבָּרַךְ לַה' עַצְמוֹ אֶת  

הַקָּבָּ"ה בּוֹ וְשׁוֹרֶה (נ"א: אֱלֹהִית בָּהֶם וְשׁוֹרֶה ) – 

it becomes, so to speak, a defilement Above and causes great 
damage during his unification and attachment to Hashem in 
prayer. 

יחִוּדוֹ בְּעֵת מְאדֹ וּפוֹגֵם לְמַעְלָה, לִכְלוּךְ כִּבְיכָוֹל נעֲַשֶׂה  
הַתְּפִלָּה בְּעֵת יתְִבָּרַךְ הַשֵּׁם עִם וּדְבֵקוּתוֹ . 
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And this is [the meaning of] “we are ashamed of our deeds” – 
from the magnitude of the sins (or: from the power of the 
transgressions), 

מִכּחַֹ (נ"א: הָעֲוֹ נוֹת מִגּדֶֹל – בְּמַעֲשֵׂינוּ בּוֹשְׁנוּ וְזהֶוּ  
 ,(הָעֲבֵירוֹת

and “we are humiliated to lift our faces to You” – meaning: our 
inner selves to You, that is, to be connected to You, because I 
know that I am filthy and dirty (or: because of the filth). 

פְּניִמִיּוּתֵינוּ פֵּירוּשׁ: – אֵלֶיךָ פָּנִים לְהָרִים נִכְלַמְנוּוְ  
שֶׁאֲניִ ידַָעְתִּי כִּי בְּךָ, דָבוּק שֶׁאֶהְיהֶ לוֹמַר רְצוֹניִ אֵלֶיךָ,  

הַלִּכְלוּךְ בִּשְׁבִיל (נ"א: וּמְלוּכְלָךְ מְטֻנּףָ ). 
And this is the trait of “nosei avon” – that the Holy One, blessed 
be He, bears the sin. 

אֶת סוֹבֵל שֶׁהַקָּבָּ"ה – עָוֹ ן נוֹשֵׂא שֶׁל הַמִּדָּה הִיא וְזאֹת  
 .הָעָוֹ ן

And this is what it says: “Or he knew” – for yada (knew) is a term 
of connection; meaning, because of the connection to the Creator, 
he refrains from sins. 

לוֹמַר רָצוֹן הִתְקַשְּׁרוּת, לְשׁוֹן הוּא ידַָע כִּי ,ידַָע אוֹ וְזהֶוּ  
עַצְמוֹ אֶת מוֹנעֵַ – הַבּוֹרֵא הִתְקַשְּׁרוּת בִּשְׁבִיל –  

 .מֵהָעֲבֵירוֹת
[NOTE: 

🔍 Expanded Insight on “ ידַָע אוֹ ” – Or He Knew 

The Zohar is teaching a profound idea: when a person prays while still spiritually “dirty” from 
sin, it’s not only that the prayer is compromised — it actually causes damage above, so to speak. 
The analogy is piercing: a filthy seal pressed onto clean wax spreads its filth onto the wax too. 
So too, a person who connects to Hashem while inwardly stained brings impurity into the holy 
moment of connection. 

But the Zohar doesn’t stop there. It gives hope. 

When the verse says " ידַָע אוֹ " – “or he knew” – it’s invoking the power of Yedi'ah, not just 
knowledge but deep connection. Like “ חַוָּה אֶת ידַָע וְהָאָדָם ” — an intimate, soul-level bond. When 
a person truly knows Hashem — when he feels bound to G-d — that awareness alone can 
prevent him from sinning. 

Even if a person is struggling with inner dirt — if he maintains a strong, personal awareness of 
Hashem’s presence, that connection itself creates a shield. 

🕯 A True Chassidic Story: The Dirty Shirt 

There was once a Chassid who came to his Rebbe, deeply broken over a sin he had committed. 
He said, “Rebbe, I feel unworthy. Every time I try to daven, to speak to Hashem, I feel like a liar. 
Like a thief standing in the palace.” 

The Rebbe said nothing. He turned to the window and looked outside. 

Moments later, the Rebbe asked, “Do you see that little boy running home in the mud?” 

The Chassid nodded. 
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The Rebbe said, “Imagine his shirt is dirty. His hands are filthy. He walks into his home and runs 
straight to his mother, arms open. What does the mother do?” 

The Chassid smiled faintly, “She embraces him.” 

The Rebbe looked him in the eye: “Exactly. Hashem doesn’t ask you to be clean before you 
come to Him. He just asks you to come. And when you do — your awareness of your own dirt 
becomes part of your purification.” 

💡 Practical Takeaway (PT): 

Even if you feel distant, even if you feel stained — don’t hold back from speaking to Hashem. 
Just acknowledging your state with honesty brings you closer. And the deeper your awareness of 
G-d’s presence in your life — even amidst failure — the more protected you become from falling 
again. “ ידַָע אוֹ ” – If he knew, he would not sin. 

True connection transforms shame into healing. END NOTE] 
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