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Siman #107

In the Zohar: “And a soul that shall sin and hear the voice of
adjuration,” the Torah is astonished about a person — how is it
possible that he could sin? Was it not that he heard the voice of the
oath, etc.?
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Or he saw — that he sees the action of another person and is
reminded of his own deeds. For everything that a person sees, he
should take to heart, for it is not for nothing that the Holy One,
blessed be He, showed him this.
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(Another version: Why did Hashem show me this?) — for
everything is by Divine Providence.
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And if he sees a sinful matter, he should think: surely I too have
done this. (Another version: I too have done a trace of it.)
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And even though he knows he did not do it in action, he thought in
his heart to do it. And it is known that the power of thought is
more severe than the action.
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(Another version: For example, if he sees someone who had
relations with a married woman and bore a mamzer — then spilling
seed in vain through improper thoughts is as severe as bearing a
mamzer.)
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And this is [the meaning of] “or he saw” — that he sees a sinful act
by another person and is reminded of something he did.

21 TR DX T I3T AW — AR W
aYyy 137 2.

Or he knew — in the manner of the verse “O our God, we are
ashamed because of our deeds and humiliated to lift our faces to
You.”
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Like the analogy of a filthy seal — if one places it on wax, the wax
too becomes soiled.
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So too, when a person is filthy (or dirty) with sins and connects
himself to Hashem during his prayer, speaking words upon which
divinity rests (or: in which the Holy One rests),

PITHY ,NIIYD (722370 :X"1) P0n DIRYI 72
0°137 1273 — 790 NY3 712 '72 ¥y ¥
n"2p7 92 MYy :R"1) R oo i) —

it becomes, so to speak, a defilement Above and causes great
damage during his unification and attachment to Hashem in

prayer.
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And this is [the meaning of] “we are ashamed of our deeds” —
from the magnitude of the sins (or: from the power of the
transgressions),
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and “we are humiliated to lift our faces to You” — meaning: our
inner selves to You, that is, to be connected to You, because I
know that I am filthy and dirty (or: because of the filth).

IRY ORYT °2 72 PI2T MIRY MY 0% 9
2370 22032 :X") 7221703 730n).

And this is the trait of “nosei avon” — that the Holy One, blessed
be He, bears the sin.
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And this is what it says: “Or he knew” — for yada (knew) is a term
of connection; meaning, because of the connection to the Creator,
he refrains from sins.
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[NOTE:

C,, Expanded Insight on “¥7° %8” — Or He Knew

The Zohar is teaching a profound idea: when a person prays while still spiritually “dirty” from
sin, it’s not only that the prayer is compromised — it actually causes damage above, so to speak.
The analogy is piercing: a filthy seal pressed onto clean wax spreads its filth onto the wax too.
So too, a person who connects to Hashem while inwardly stained brings impurity into the holy

moment of connection.
But the Zohar doesn’t stop there. It gives hope.

When the verse says "¥73 IR" —

“or he knew” — it’s invoking the power of Yedi'ah, not just

knowledge but deep connection. Like “717 ¥ ¥7° 078717 — an intimate, soul-level bond. When
a person truly knows Hashem — when he feels bound to G-d — that awareness alone can

prevent him from sinning.

Even if a person is struggling with inner dirt — if he maintains a strong, personal awareness of

Hashem’s presence, that connection itself creates a shield.

A True Chassidic Story: The Dirty Shirt

There was once a Chassid who came to his Rebbe, deeply broken over a sin he had committed.
He said, “Rebbe, I feel unworthy. Every time I try to daven, to speak to Hashem, I feel like a liar.

Like a thief standing in the palace.”

The Rebbe said nothing. He turned to the window and looked outside.

Moments later, the Rebbe asked, “Do you see that little boy running home in the mud?”

The Chassid nodded.
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The Rebbe said, “Imagine his shirt is dirty. His hands are filthy. He walks into his home and runs
straight to his mother, arms open. What does the mother do?”

The Chassid smiled faintly, “She embraces him.”

The Rebbe looked him in the eye: “Exactly. Hashem doesn’t ask you to be clean before you
come to Him. He just asks you to come. And when you do — your awareness of your own dirt
becomes part of your purification.”

+ Practical Takeaway (PT):

Even if you feel distant, even if you feel stained — don’t hold back from speaking to Hashem.
Just acknowledging your state with honesty brings you closer. And the deeper your awareness of
G-d’s presence in your life — even amidst failure — the more protected you become from falling
again. “y7° IR” — If he knew, he would not sin.

True connection transforms shame into healing. END NOTE]
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