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[The unique aspect of the fifteenth of Shevat is that
[Tachanun is not recited on this day, nor at Mincha the
day before, as it is "the New Year for the tree," as
stated in the Mishnah: "On the first of Shevat is the
New Year for the tree according to Beit Shammai;
Beit Hillel says it is on the fifteenth," and the halacha
follows Beit Hillel.
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Therefore, the custom of Israel is to eat various fruits
on this day, especially those with which the Land of
Israel is praised, as they emphasize the aspect of
the "New Year for the tree" in a halachic
sense—regarding ma’aser (tithes).
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It is necessary to explain the significance of this day
in the service of Israel—just as all matters of Torah
derive from the term "hora’ah" (instruction), meaning
learning and guidance in a person’s service, "l was
created to serve my Creator." This applies, first and
foremost, regarding this specific day itself, but even
more so—and primarily—since it is a "New Year,"
one must extend its influence throughout the entire
year (until the following "New Year for the tree," at
which time an even greater renewal will occur, an
elevation that rises higher and higher).
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Introduction:

nnTEnal

"Tree" is associated with the Jewish people, as it is
written: "For man" (which primarily refers to the
Jewish people, "You are called 'man'™), "is a tree of
the field."
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More specifically, the trees (of the Land of Israel,
and among them specifically the trees) for which the
Land of Israel is praised. Their connection to the
Land of Israel is a result of the fact that they first
exist within Israel itself.
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This becomes even clearer based on the known
concept that the Jewish people are called by the
name "land," as it is written: "You shall be a
desirable land,"
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and as our Sages said: "Why is it called 'land'?
Because it desired to fulfill the will of its Creator,"
"desired" in the sense of will, and also in the sense
of running,
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which primarily applies to the "desirable land" of
Israel, as each and every Jew inherently wants to
fulfill all the commandments,
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and even rushes (with the greatest enthusiasm) to
perform a mitzvah.
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Through them, this quality is also drawn down and
expressed in the Land of Israel itself. From this, it is
understood that all the specific matters found in the
Land of Israel exist first within the Jewish people.
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Accordingly, we can explain the significance of the
Seven Species with which the Land of Israel is
praised: "A land of wheat, barley, grapevine, fig, and
pomegranate; a land of olive oil and honey"
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It is known that the Seven Species correspond to the
seven attributes (middot), the seven branches of the
golden Menorah, which represent Knesset Yisrael
(the collective soul of Israel) that is divided into
seven types,
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seven modes of serving God. All these details exist
within every single Jew—men, women, and children.
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And even though the "New Year for the Tree" applies
only to five of them—two of the species from the
second "land," "a land of olive oil and honey," and
only three species from the first "land," "a land of
wheat, barley, grapevine, fig, and pomegranate"
(whereas wheat and barley are not trees, and their
New Year is not on the fifteenth of Shevat but on the
first of Tishrei, which is the New Year for tithing
grains, legumes, and vegetables)—
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nevertheless, since the verse places "wheat and
barley" before "grapevine, fig, and pomegranate,
olive oil, and honey," and "whatever is mentioned
first in this verse is given precedence in blessing,"
they should also be prioritized in study and
instruction in man's service.
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Moreover, the study and instruction should precede
them with the word "land," which appears at the
beginning of the verse, since it is the source from
which all forms of growth emerge—both grain (wheat
and barley) and fruit-bearing trees (grapevine, fig,
pomegranate, olive oil, and honey).
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Even though the place where trees grow is in the
"garden," which is higher than the "field" (where grain
grows), nonetheless, the "garden” is still part of the
"land" (and is actually a superior aspect of the land),
as will be explained further.
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'Land"

It is written, "A land from which bread emerges"
(Tehillim 104:14 -which includes all types of food,
including fruits of the tree)—but only after and
through the labor and toil of man, beginning with
plowing and sowing.
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In the words of the Mishnah: "The one who sows and
the one who plows." (Pesachim 40a) This refers
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specifically to the Land of Israel, where they first sow
and only afterward plow.

This is because the land is hard and cannot cover
the seeds without a second plowing.
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That is, in addition to the initial plowing before
sowing (which is common in all lands), the hard land
requires an additional plowing after sowing. Similarly,
this applies to other labor processes necessary for
preparing bread.
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The parallel to this in man's service of his Creator is
that the beginning of spiritual work is
"plowing"—having a broken and humble heart.
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As it is written: "A broken and contrite heart, God will
not despise.” (Tehillim 51:19) Through this, the
sowing and the growth will follow.
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Additionally, regarding "plowing" in man's service, the
Baal Shem Tov taught on the verse "You shall be a
desirable land" (Malachi 3:12) that the Jewish people
are compared to land in which precious stones and
pearls are hidden.
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However, these treasures require searching—and
even searching after searching—because they are
found in specific places within the land.
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One must dig deep into the earth, for in most places
they are not found on the surface but rather deep
underground.
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This corresponds to the work of "plowing," which
requires even greater toil.
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And in a broader sense — included in man's service in
the "land" are all the aspects through which the work
is performed in the descent of the soul below (in the
'land"), which encompass all 39 labors, "the one who
sows and the one who plows... forty minus one."
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The phrase "forty minus one" (and not simply
"thirty-nine") is similar to the verse "You made him
lack but little from God.” (Tehillim 8:6)
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As our Sages stated: "Fifty gates of understanding
were created in the world; all were given to Moshe
except one, as it is said, "You made him lack but little
from God."
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In addition to the fact that this "lack" from God is only
"a little,"—"one missing"—even this lack is a specific
act of the Holy One, Blessed be He ("You made him
lack").
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Before this act, there was no deficiency, for every
Jew is in a state of divinity, as it is written: "l said,
you are divine beings.” (Tehillim 82:6)
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Furthermore, since "Hashem and Elokim are a sun
and a shield” (Tehillim 84:12)—the name Elokim
serves as a shield and vessel for the name of
Hashem,
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it follows that each and every Jew is also in the
aspect of the name Havayah, as it is written: "For the
portion of Hashem is His people."
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However, in his descent below into the "land," this
lack arises ("You made him lack but little from God").
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This lack, caused by descending below to engage in
all aspects of labor within the service of the "land"
("forty minus one"), is ultimately for the sake of
ascent.
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(As is known, the rule that every descent is for the
purpose of an ascent to a state even higher than
before the descent.)
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Through this, the "missing one" (forty) is completed,
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until there is an even greater advantage—"with
greater uplift and greater strength,"
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where he ascends to a level even higher than before:
beyond "You are divine beings" and even beyond the
level of the name Havayah.
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And we can add and explain the specific aspects of
the Seven Species in man's service (based on and
founded upon what is explained in Likkutei Torah of
the Arizal according to Kabbalah): wheat, barley,
grapevine, fig, and pomegranate (and afterward also)
'a land of olive oil and honey."
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\Wheat — the food of man, which becomes his blood
and flesh—it alludes to the service related to the
divine soul within every Jew (the "man" in him).
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Barley — the food of animals, as mentioned in the
Talmud: "When he said the barley had improved, they
told him: 'Go and announce it to the horses and
donkeys.™ (Talmud, Berachot 36b) This alludes to the
service related to the animal soul within every Jew
(the "beast" in him).
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Grapevine — "wine that gladdens God and men." This
alludes to the enhancement of joy in all aspects of
divine service: the divine soul (wheat), and in all
aspects of human service (wine gladdens the heart of
man).
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Fig — as it is written, "They sewed fig leaves and
made for themselves coverings," which continues
with "And He made them garments of skin and
clothed them." This refers to the service of refining
one's garments (after and in addition to the service
relating to the person himself).
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Until the ultimate completion of refinement, as
indicated by "garments of light" (with an Aleph, as
written in the Torah of Rabbi Meir)—"light" referring to
the "Master of the World" (Aleph and Or), as it is
drawn down (through "the flame of light") below, until
even the "garments" are transformed into "garments
of light."
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The parallel in man's service is that the "light" of each
and every Jew is so great that it even affects his
garments (clothing), transforming them into garments
of light.
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Pomegranate — "Full of mitzvot like a pomegranate.”
This indicates the work of refining aspects of the
world (which are even lower than the garments of
man) through which mitzvot are fulfilled.
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We can add further explanation about why
specifically a pomegranate serves as an analogy.
Each seed is separate and distinct from the
others—not due to an external factor but rather due
to the pomegranate itself (the flesh of the
pomegranate).
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Similarly, regarding mitzvot: "One should not perform
mitzvot in bundles," meaning that each mitzvah is
independent and separate from the others. This
distinction does not come from an external source
but from the Torah’s command itself.
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The same applies to matters of the world in which
mitzvot are fulfilled—their distinction from mitzvot is
also determined by the Torah’s command.
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Based on this, we understand why the order of
wheat, barley, grapevine, fig, and pomegranate (in
man's service) progresses from lighter to heavier:
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Wheat and afterward barley—since working with the
divine soul (wheat) is easier than working with the
animal soul (barley).

"NTAYY I'D — "MivY" 270K "nyn
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Grapevine follows—representing an increase in joy
in the service of both the divine and animal souls.

112Y2 NN N90in — "|192" NT~NXN
N'MNAN YU N'F7XN YT NTiayi.

Fig represents the work of refining one's garments.
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Pomegranate follows—representing the refinement
of worldly matters through which mitzvot are
performed.

DNAY) DYiVn 21YT N0 DA NTTINDRT
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And afterward, the verse adds and repeats the word
"land":
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Based on what was stated above (sections 3—4), that
"land" is the place where man's labor and toil take
place in his descent below (in the state of "You made
him lack but little from God"), through plowing,
sowing, and all 39 labors ("forty minus one"),

RN "YIX"Y (T7270'9'W0) 7'y Mk 1977
DTXD DY NTIAY N'WYI iaY Dipan
1NENAI"T 2¥N1 TYNI) NYN7 INTI2
0"7 221 Ny NYIn2 ("D'i77Nn vyn
NNX 10N D0'Y2aX") NidR7Mn").

it is understood that the second "land" refers to an
even greater level of labor and toil, which leads to an
even greater elevation.

2iTa 47y NwYl N7 TVY NI NT7im
ani'.

This is similar to the difference between the toil of
plowing for the sake of growth versus the toil of
digging to find precious stones and pearls (as
mentioned above in section 3).
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It can be said that the second "land" refers to the
work and toil during the time of exile.

NTIAYD 7V K7 a0 X' ni7 Ul
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Since the exile is a deeper descent, it requires even
greater work and toil.

NTIAY2 ¥ UL, M730 DT 7T TRy
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As a result, the elevation (for which the descent is
intended) is even greater—"with greater uplift and
greater strength."

¥ T N7Yn D3 N'YYL K7
AN NRY N NI N7 1982 ("N
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This concept is hinted at in the specific aspects of the
second "land"—

20 "YIX"T DQYD '0192 TN AT V) —

"Olive oil and honey":

"2 Y N

"Olive" — represents sustenance in a state of
bitterness, as our Sages said on the verse "A leaf of
an olive was plucked in her mouth"—"Let my
sustenance be as bitter as an olive."

NN Yy oxa |im Yy min - "nt
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This also hints at transforming bitterness into
sustenance, as the Alter Rebbe explains in Tanya on
the verse "Prepare for me tasty foods"—in the plural.

[— 1iTR'7 M0 22T N2'9D D2 TN T
U191 KINAND 1207 770 127 INYTIND
D27 [iY7 ,'Dmypn 7 nvyl’ 1090,

In addition to sweet and pleasant foods, there are
also sharp or sour foods that, when properly
prepared and seasoned, become delicacies that
revive the soul.

DA DIY' , DN D'2Y D'7IXN 7Y q0iY
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Its meaning in man's service is that, in general,
divine service in the time of exile is in a state of
bitterness.

[AT2 NTiayn N477 — DTRD NTiIAYa i1y)
NN 7Y |9R2 NN,

This is also emphasized in the name of Miriam (who
was born at the time when the harshest part of the
exile began), named after bitterness.

ANT'72Y) "DN" 7Y AnYa D2 WaTAd
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And to note from what is stated, "His sister stood from
afar," that Miriam stood by Moshe (and stands by the
Moshe within each and every Jew) to ensure his
rescue from the Nile.
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To such an extent that when Pharaoh’s daughter
came "by the Nile"—which was inside Pharaoh’s
domain, he who ruled with absolute power—and as
she stood by the Nile, which represents the strength
of Pharaoh's monarchy, she acted to save Moshe
from the Nile.
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Furthermore, at the conclusion of the verse ("to see
what would be done with him") there is an allusion to
the elevation that results from the descent of exile:
"To know" — "A heart to know, eyes to see, and ears
to hear.” (Deuteronomy 29:3)

nYT? 'ia 2¥ANI") 109D DI0AY ,9'0iN7I
T2y ngvay vyn mn (M7 nigy: nn
D'yl nyT7 27" = "nyT?" :nian n1e
ynui'7 0Tl nikne".

And beyond that, even the level of "Mah"
(self-nullification) which transcends knowledge, and
in a way that even "Mah" itself is transformed into
"Ye’aseh" (it shall be done), meaning it is drawn
down and revealed in all aspects of the emotional
attributes—six times six (the six attributes as they
include six, totaling 36).

nwnYy (Mva) "Nn" N'na Da NN NN
n'Yy1 "nn" N1'Nna DAY |9R ,NYTN
722 N7annt MY "7 9K (nigy:")
'92 NI NYY) 'l D'NY9 'l ,NITAN 'Y19
1"7 79010 — NYYn 0'7179Y).
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And through this, "oil" (as in "olive oil") is
produced—as our Sages said, "The olive does not
release its oil except through crushing."

= ("my n't") "py” nigya N1 T
XN Imy Kexin iy 7" 9T i mxn?
nnm T

This alludes to the inner dimension of the Torah—the
secrets of secrets of the Torah—whose ultimate
revelation will occur in the future, after and through
our deeds and service throughout the duration of
exile.

"I'MT ' ,MinD MM 7y ™ming
N'NR ANM7ANN N1 RYY ,MinaY
121y MTED T 0RY KIQT TDYY
N1230 Y a7 72 ANTIAL.

And "honey" (date honey) — the growth of date palms
takes seventy years, symbolizing the abundance of
labor and toil greater than that of other fruits.

"Dpni nnmyy — ("0nn waT") "va
427 7Y NNy ,MIY 0'YaY MNDX7 XD
NiN9N IRYN MNi* YA DTV,

And through this specifically, "honey" is
produced—symbolizing the ultimate revelation of the
inner dimension of the Torah, as our Sages expound
on the verse "Honey and milk are under your
tongue"—in the future.

7Y TINY "Y2TR" WY KPIT DT T
NYITI) MIND NFN1IST 4730 NINYY
NNA 270] W2AT" 1090 7Y 7T 41020
N2 Y7 ("ivy.

()

And this can be connected with the Torah portion of
the Holy Shabbat, from which all days are blessed,
including also the New Year for the Tree—Parshat
Beshalach:

DI'T YIAWD NYI9 DY DT W27 W) .1
"|'"it 1072 272NN Many" YT navn
WUKY" Da 771D ,[0mn 72 02NN 1apn=]
N7Y2 NY19 — "|7'K7 nyn:

"And it was when Pharaoh sent out the
people..."—through the descent into exile in the land
of Egypt (similar to the second "land"), there was an
elevation and perfection in "Beshalach Pharaoh",
where "all lights were revealed from him."

"TT9Yy — Mia) Dyn DX NVI9 N7 D
"Y' ANT7Y) DNXN Y13 a0 T
,"NYUN92 N7WA"T nin7¢nl 47D Ny (2n

M3 72 AIN [*7AnK] WI9DNT™.

And through this, they also entered "a good and
spacious land, a land of wheat and barley... a land
of olive oil and honey," in complete perfection.

N0 YIX" 78 NQ'IN DA N'YYI AT T
Y N'T YN ' MVl nYn yax ,nany
nin%¢in N'Ona "YaT.

And to note that after the verse "A land of wheat and
barley... and honey" (the Seven Species with which
the Land of Israel is praised),

MIYY1 nYN yIx" 1090 DK7Y W'
DDA NNANYAY D'1'AN NYAY) "¥aTi il
MW YY),
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the Torah (in the continuation of the portion) also
speaks about the advantage of the Land of Israel
over the Land of Egypt: "For the land which you are
coming to inherit is not like the land of Egypt from
which you came, where you would plant your seed
and water it with your foot (bringing water by foot
from irrigation channels) like a vegetable garden."

AN7U0 12777y D2 (MY19D AYNR3) 13T
YIND " — DYN YN 227 Y YR 7Y
DYN YIND N7 ARYTY7 NRY X2 NRN WX
AUTT DX VITH YK ,DWN DDRY! WK KD
(27272 017140 0! KANY) 712 DY
0 22"

"But the land which you are crossing over to inherit
is a land of mountains and valleys, which drinks
water from the rain of heaven."

"YIX ,ARNYIT7 NRY DNV DRX YK YIXD]
D'N NRYRA D'NYD 0RY7 ,NYizd Dn"

"A land which Hashem your God seeks; the eyes of
Hashem your God are always upon it, from the
beginning of the year until the end of the
year.”(Deuteronomy 11:12)

N 'Y, TRR ADN YT 'E7R N OYK YR
MY NNX TY| MWD NN A2 97"

This is also emphasized in the Haftarah, which
concludes the portion: "Deborah, a prophetess... sat
under the date palm tree"—

— (NY190 DDNin| 01*0) NYSN2 DI YATNI

AN NN NI ia NR) NeR i,

The date palm tree, the conclusion and culmination
(and the choicest of all Seven Species of the Land of
Israel—date honey), alludes to the future revelation
of the inner dimension of the Torah (as mentioned
above in section 6).

90 NN A1) DNIN DO ,0NNTN [7'X

— ¥7¥! YI¥ DD2 AN2NYIY DA NYY
MinA N9 473 7Y TNy ("0nn WaT"
I9'W0 7'¥7712732) Ri2?7 TNYY).

And we can add in connection to “the palm tree of
Deborah” regarding the state of the future era—based
on the statement of our Sages: “Why under a palm
tree? Because of privacy” (as under a palm tree,
there is no concern for seclusion).

YR’ "NiaT MR NdiYng 9'oinYg Y|
7"T 11'Ni2Y XN '977Y — KRia7 TNY7T axni
MNN"Y) "TN' DIYN .. "7 DDA XY 'Rn"
TIN' 'Y X7 "mn).

This hints at the idea that the "union" of Knesset
Yisrael (represented by Deborah) is exclusively with
Hashem alone.

NQT "N DY ,NT2 TN NI7 W'
oy N7y X ("niaT") e
TA72 XMNTNATYITED.

Therefore, there must be utmost caution regarding
union (“‘under the palm tree”)—and through this, we
will merit the ultimate union between Knesset Yisrael
and Hashem in the future era (in the times of
Moshiach, there will be a full marriage).

7¢ 19Vn DT NN Ni7 Y 271
TNt 0IT AT L (" AR nnn') TN
TNY7 XMNTYN2ATYITED DY 7Y NOIdT
I'®iw) 11 YR Nin'y") Kin'?").
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This is also emphasized at the conclusion of the
Haftarah, as it is known: “And the land was quiet for
forty years.”

— YT ,NNY9AA DNiN| D02 D YITNH

MY DWW YIRD OpYnI™.

The number “forty” (the letter Mem) represents the
completion of the future era, as it is written: “To
increase the rule” (where the closed Mem in the
middle of the word hints at the Redemption).

ninyin 7y min ("0"p") "Dwax"y
"mMyan N2 My" 21NdYTing Kia7 TNY7T
7Y TRINY N2NN Y¥NXA NNING 0'N)
nMNaN).

And then, there will also be the ultimate fulfillment of
“When leaders lead in Israel”—for all the lights will
be revealed, just as at the time of “When Pharaoh
sent” (Beshalach Pharaoh).

NiY19 YI92"T MN7WN DA NN TXI
72 PIN |"7ANN YMI9NNT" — "
nY19 N7Ya" NT7Y) "Ming").
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